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Pandemic shutters Broadway, Disneyland, 
Arlington Cemetery and Smithsonian 


Outbreak begins to upen 


Typically noisy 
sports month 
is silenced by 
cancellations 

BY RICK MAESE 


March Madness’s familiar 
soundtrack of bouncing basket- 
balls and squeaky sneakers fell 
silent Thursday as sports in the 
United States ground to a near- 
halt. Most major professional 
leagues and college conferences 
suspended operations, taking un- 
precedented measures in re- 
sponse to the coronavirus that 
continues to upend lives and daily 
routines. 

The National Collegiate Athlet- 
ic Association canceled all of its 
winter and spring champion- 
ships, including its popular men’s 
and women’s basketball tourna- 
ments, while Major League Base- 
ball and the National Hockey 
League joined the National Bas- 
ketball Association in suspending 
operations. Baseball’s announce- 
ment included that its Opening 
Day will be delayed by at least two 
weeks. The few sports that chose 
to continue with their 
long-scheduled events largely are 
opting to do so in eerie silence, 
without fans and spectators. 

The NCAA's reluctant decision 
promises to reshape the rest of the 
month for millions of Americans, 
many of whom are being asked to 
work from home and self-quaran- 
tine and now will do so without 

SEE SPORTS ON A17 


More coverage 


Cruise ships: Crisis tests an 
industry with ties to Trump. A12 


Turned away: Frustration grows 
over U.S. testing capacity. A13 


‘Helpless feeling’: Virus spreads 
in Seattle-area senior homes. A15 


Iran: Hastily dug burial pits 
suggest a more dire situation. A22 


Local actions: Md., Va. governors 
take further steps against virus. B1 


Arts closures: Smithsonian to join 
other facilities in shutting doors. C1 


Hospitals expect 
to run out of beds 
within days in 
‘Italian Wuhan’ 


BY CHICO HARLAN 
AND STEFANO PITRELLI 


ROME — Nearly every day in the 
northern Italian region of Lom- 
bardy, more people arrive at hos- 
pitals than the day before — and 
all with the same virus. Some 
arrive barely able to breathe. 
Some are redirected to facilities 
farther away because space and 
resources are scarce and growing 
scarcer. 

And within a few days, doctors 
and health experts say, even those 
hospitals will be filled up. The 
region at the center of Italy’s coro- 
navirus outbreak, they say, is on 
the verge of running out of room 
for its most critical patients. 

Based on recent projections, 
Antonio Pesenti said, that mo- 
ment is imminent. 

SEE ITALY ON A22 


Maryland and Ohio close schools for at least 
two weeks; millions of students affected 


Federal health official: Testing system 
is ‘not geared toward what we need’ 


JOHN TAGGART FOR THE WASHINGTON POST 


Two days after Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo designated New Rochelle, N.Y., a “containment zone,” National Guard members sort groceries 
at a community center. The U.S. landscape has shifted dramatically amid actions taken to stem the spread of the novel coronavirus. 


Trump’s error-filled speech 
rattled rather than reassured 


BY PHILIP RUCKER, 
ASHLEY PARKER 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 


In the most scripted of presi- 
dential settings, a prime-time 
televised address to the nation, 
President Trump decided to ad- 
lib — and his errors triggered a 
market meltdown, panicked 
travelers overseas and crystal- 
lized for his critics just how 
dangerously he has fumbled his 
management of the coronavirus. 

Even Trump — a man practi- 
cally allergic to admitting mis- 


takes — knew he’d screwed up by 
declaring Wednesday night that 
his ban on travel from Europe 
would include cargo and trade, 
and acknowledged as much to 
aides in the Oval Office as soon 
as he’d finished speaking, ac- 
cording to one senior adminis- 
tration official and a second per- 
son, both with knowledge of the 
episode. 

Jared Kushner, his son-in-law 
and senior adviser who has 
seized control over some aspects 
of the government’s coronavirus 

SEE TRUMP ON A18 


On pandemic, Biden and Sanders 
aim to exemplify a presidential tenor 


BY MATT VISER 
AND JENNA JOHNSON 


Joe Biden walked into a dark- 
ened ballroom, a grim look on his 
face, and turned to the rolling 
cameras to read his prepared 
text. He laid out a detailed plan 
for how the government should 
tackle the coronavirus pandemic 
— adding hospital beds, making 
free tests readily available, and, 
above all, making “radical 
changes in our personal behav- 
iors.” 

Bernie Sanders, speaking a 
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Patients rest in a makeshift space set up to help handle the crush of coronavirus cases at a hospital 
in northern Italy’s wealthy Lombardy region, where the health-care system is at risk of collapse. 


short time later, was if anything 
more sober, declaring that the 
crisis was “on the scale of a major 
war,’ and adding, “The number 
of casualties may actually be 
even higher than what the 
Armed Forces experienced in 
World War II.” 

Those two presidential-look- 
ing moments came a day after 
President Trump sat at the Reso- 
lute desk in the Oval Office of the 
White House, bringing to bear all 
the trappings of the most power- 
ful office in the world in an effort 

SEE DEMOCRATS ON A19 


d life across U.S. 


U.S. markets’ fall 

is worst since 87 

despite economic 
stimulus efforts 


BY Davip J. LYNCH, 
THOMAS HEATH, 
TAYLOR TELFORD 

AND HEATHER LONG 


The stock market crashed to its 
worst day since 1987, shrugging 
off dramatic intervention by two 
central banks and a prime-time 
address by President Trump as 
Americans realized the corona- 
virus will impose new limits on 
their daily lives. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age posted its largest one-day 
point loss in history, dropping 
almost 2,353 points to close at 
21,200.62. In percentage terms, 
the 10 percent loss marked the 
Dow’s worst day since the infa- 
mous October day known as 
“Black Monday.” 

The broader Standard & Poor’s 
500-stock index fell into a bear 
market, defined as falling 20 per- 
cent from a prior high. In an epic 
day-long rout, European markets 
suffered similar declines, with 
exchanges in Paris and Frankfurt 
shedding more than 12 percent 
and London’s FTSE index losing 
nearly 11 percent. 

As investors struggled to cope 
with declines across multiple 
markets, few saw any early end to 
the bloodletting. One reason: Al- 
though the Federal Reserve has 
cut interest rates and the White 
House and Congress are working 
toward a stimulus, these actions 
fall short of the shock-and-awe 
response to the virus necessary to 
calm investors. Some analysts 
called for more aggressive rate 
cuts and fast new public spending 
to reverse the downdraft. 

“The policy flops are mount- 
ing,’ Ryan Sweet, director of real- 
time economics for Moody’s Ana- 
lytics, wrote in a note to clients. 

The latest plunge began 
Wednesday night, as Trump start- 
ed outlining his policy response 
to the epidemic in a widely criti- 
cized Oval Office speech, and 

SEE MARKETS ON A10 


U.S. sends airstrikes against 
militia after fatal attack in Iraq 


BY DAN LAMOTHE 
AND LOUISA LOVELUCK 


The United States launched air- 
strikes against an Iranian-backed 
militia in Iraq early Friday, re- 
sponding to a rocket attack on a 
military base that killed one Brit- 
ish and two American service 
members in a new round of esca- 
lating tensions. 

The Pentagon said in a state- 
ment that U.S. forces hit facilities 
“across Iraq” linked to Kataib Hez- 
bollah, including storage facilities 
that housed weapons used in at- 
tacks on American and coalition 
troops. 

“The United States will not tol- 
erate attacks against our people, 
our interests, or our allies,” De- 
fense Secretary Mark T. Esper said 
in the statement. “As we have dem- 
onstrated in recent months, we 
will take any action necessary to 


protect our forces in Iraq and the 
region.” 

The aerial bombardment took 
place around 1:30 a.m., according 
tothe Iraqi military. It was unclear 
whether any militia members 
were killed. 

In response to a request for a 
White House statement, a senior 
administration official said that 
President Trump had directed U.S. 
forces to conduct strikes on five 
Kataib Hezbollah weapons stor- 
age facilities “to significantly de- 
grade the group’s ability to carry 
out future attacks.” 

“The President has been clear 
that we will not stand for the 
Iranian regime attacking Ameri- 
cans in Iraq or elsewhere, whether 
directly or through proxies,” the 
official said in an email. 

Another Iran-backed militia, 
Harakat al-Nujaba, accused the 

SEE IRAQ ON A7 
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Cultural crackdown Egyptian authorities 
outlaw a popular style of street music known 
as mahraganat as censorship deepens. A6 
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Manning be released 
from jail, a day after she 
attempted suicide. A2 
The American Civil 
Liberties Union sued to 
get records on federal 
agencies’ use of facial 
recognition at airports 
and the border. A3 
Government surveil- 
lance changes passed 
by the House are a step 
toward expanding con- 
stitutional protections, 
say analysts and law- 


THE NATION makers, but leave room 
A federal judge or- for improvement. A3 
dered that Chelsea A coalition of activist 


groups supporting Sen. 
Bernie Sanders plans to 
intensify its fundraising 
and organizing efforts 
against the Democratic 
establishment. A4 

A pregnant Guatema- 
lan woman’s fatal fall 
from a Texas border 
fence is a sign of mi- 
grants’ rising despera- 
tion, authorities say. A7 


THE ECONOMY 
Social media giants 


Facebook and Twitter 
announced that they 
had disabled a Russia- 
linked campaign that 
sought to stoke racial 
tensions among African 
Americans, raising new 
concerns over Kremlin 
interference in the 
2020 election. A8 

A website selling rape 
and child porn videos 
was shut down after the 
site’s suspected admin- 


istrator was arrested in the pies. B5 

the Netherlands. A9 The Maryland House 
of Delegates voted to 

TH E R EG l ON prohibit retailers from 

A Virginia man sen- giving out plastic shop- 


tenced to death in 2011 
for murder was resen- 


tenced to life without 
parole under Fairfax 
County’s new common- 
wealth’s attorney. B1 
Metro is preparing for 


the possibility of scaled- 
back services if too 
many of the agency’s 
employees call in sick 
because of the corona- 
virus. B2 

Ata shop in rural Vir- 
ginia, a 103-year-old 
baker is as big a draw as 
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